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 “I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the 
Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying, ‘LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn 
down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life’? But what does the divine response say to him? ‘I have 
reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’  Even so then, at this present time 
there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace 
is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. 
 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 
Just as it is written: ‘God has given them a spirit of stupor eyes that they should not see and ears that they should 
not hear, to this very day.’ And David says: ‘Let their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a 
recompense to them. Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, and bow down their back always.’ 
 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them 
to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the 
Gentiles, how much more their fullness! 

For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if by any 
means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. For if their being cast away is the 
reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is 
also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a 
wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive 
tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the 
root supports you.  
 You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in.’ Well said. Because of unbelief they 
were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, 
He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but 
toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. And they also, if they do 
not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of the olive 
tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will 
these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?  
 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your 
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And so all 
Israel will be saved, as it is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob; for this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.’ Concerning the gospel they are enemies for 
your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. For the gifts and the calling of 
God are irrevocable. For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
disobedience, even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may 
obtain mercy. For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. 
 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 
and His ways past finding out! ‘For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?’ ‘Or 
who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?’ For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 
whom be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:1–36 NKJV). 
 One of the problems pastors fear regarding the doctrines of “Eternal Security” is licensing believers to sin. 
If believers rightly believe that they are eternally secure, but wrongly approach the subject of their security in Christ 
with a careless attitude, they may take advantage of the grace provided them in Jesus and live outside the clear 
teaching of Scripture. This abuse ignores the great sacrifice Jesus made for them! It is what the Bible refers to as 
licentiousness or lasciviousness: a license to sin and/or a wantonness and unwillingness to live within the rules. 
 The problem of licentiousness has existed throughout history and was address in Scripture. Jude wrote 
about this saying, “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the 



saints. For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, 
who turn the grace of our God into lewdness [lasciviousness] and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterward destroyed those who did not believe... These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you 
without fear, serving only themselves…” (Jude 3–5, 12a NKJV). 
 Sadly, there are even men (and women) who lead others into sin and attempt to turn believers from the 
truth and into sin. Peter addressed this problem saying, “But there were also false prophets among the people, even 
as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who 
bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, because of 
whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long 
time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber” (2 Peter 2:1–3 NKJV). Paul warned 
the Church leaders to be on guard for these evil persons saying, “For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole 
counsel of God. Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For I know this, that after my 
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise 
up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves” (Acts 20:27–30 NKJV). Therefore, we are 
to recognize them, mark them, and call them out! Paul made this clear when writing to the Romans, “Now I urge 
you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid 
them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and 
flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad 
on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. And the God of peace will 
crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen” (Romans 16:17–20 NKJV). 
 My friends, the popular church today rarely calls out falls teachers and/or false doctrine because many a 
pastor fears the repercussions or worse—they either don’t know the truth themselves or are promulgators of the 
errors being warned against. May it never be here in our church! Furthermore, those who advocate for 
licentiousness should be quickly condemned. 
 Paul told the Philippians, “Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have 
us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame—
who set their mind on earthly things” (Philippians 3:17–19 NKJV). I say we heed the words of Paul! 

Love you all, 
Pastor Paul 


